Gentlemen getting ready to tie the knot will
have to make certain wardrobe choices so they
look their best on their big days. Although many
grooms-to-be rent tuxedos on their wedding
days, it may be more cost-effective to purchase
a tuxedo.

Tuxedos are the ultimate formal wear for
men. Worn at formal gatherings like proms,
weddings and lavish parties, tuxedos have un-
dergone several style changes over the years.
Men interested in looking polished will find no
option makes that impression more convinc-

ingly than the right tuxedo.

Men frequently called upon to attend formal
events may find purchasing a tuxedo is a wise
investment. There are several advantages to
owning a tux rather than renting one time and
again. Tuxedos typically cost around $1,000,
whereas renting tuxedos can be $200 or more
each time, making it advantageous for men who
frequently don tuxedos to purchase their own
rather than rent.

Another advantage to owning a tuxedo is the
opportunity to wear a tux that is custom-made
and tailored just for you. Instead of a rental that
will merely be stitched temporarily to fit your
measurements, a tuxedo you purchase will be
tailored specifically to your body, increasing
comfort and making you look better as well.

Men who buy their own tuxedos also can
choose the style, fabric, color, buttons, acces-
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sories, and type of lapels on the jacket. A tux-
edo store may have more styles available for sale
than for rent. If you desire something that fits
your personality and your physique perfectly,
buying your own tuxedo may be your best bet.

Men worried about purchasing a tuxedo only
to see their waistlines increase or decrease
should keep in mind that many tuxedo shops
offer free tailoring for as long as you own the

tuxedo.

When purchasing a tuxedo, men should
choose classic styles and colors so they can en-
joy the tux for years to come. Opt for a slim-
fitting white shirt underneath that won’t billow
out when jackets are removed. Men who want
to break from tradition can opt for a shirt that
is a pale blue or light gray to wear under the
jacket. This is still an understated look, but one
with a hint of creativity.

A classic, black bow tie is an ideal match when
purchasing a more classic tuxedo. The bow tie
is back in a big way, and men who want to spice
things up can purchase more traditional neck-
ties for those occasions when they don’t want

to wear bow ties.

Tuxedos come with different lapel styles, and
it’s important to know the differences. Today’s
most popular style is the notch lapel, wherein
a triangular indentation is cut where the lapel
joins the collar. This lapel mimics the shape of
a classic suit. A peak lapel is the quintessential

This is an example of a notch Ilapel
tuxedo, which has become the most popular
style of recent years.

classic, featuring a broad, V-shaped lapel that
points up and out just below the collar line. A
shawl lapel is a smooth, rounded edge lapel. The
shawl lapel reached the height of its popularity
in the 1950s, but it can still look good today
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