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 HOW DID YOU MEET?

Michelle &  Jeff  Schmitz
May 20, 2006

Make plans to attend
Make plans to attend

P A Y N E S V I L L E  2 0 1 3

Bridal Fair
J A N U A R Y  2 7 ,  2 0 1 3  •  1 2  –  3  P . M .
Q U E E N  B E E  B A N Q U E T  C E N T E R

121 West James St. — Historic Downtown Paynesville

$5
COST

30 BUSINESSES 
UNDER 1 ROOF

Including...

• Bridal Wear
• Grooms Wear
• Wedding Venues
• Photographers
• Hair & Make Up
• Wedding Gifts

• Entertainment
• Florists
• Wedding Cakes
• Accessories
• Wedding 
Invitations

AND MORE!

ENJOY 
Free Goodie Bags, Food, 

Drinks, Door Prizes & 
Wedding hints & tips

DRAWINGS EVERY 
HALF HOUR!

Must be present to win door prizes 

Grand Prizes
• A diamond give away
• 3 piece Travelers Genova 

Collection luggage
• $50 Gift Certifi cate from 

M&M Lumber for the men, 
plus 10% off his purchase.

Need not be present to 
win Grand Prizes.

Find us at PEP 
(Paynesville Event Planning) 
and like us on Facebook!

On Beautiful Eden Lake!
15445 CO. RD. 9 - EDEN VALLEY

320-453-4444
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!

LOOKING FOR A GREAT 
RECEPTION LOCATION? 

LOOK NO FURTHER!
Set along the shores 
of  Eden Lake, you’ll 

never fi nd a more 
romantic backdrop 
for your reception 
or groom’s dinner.

Setup a 
Consultation 

Today!

Michelle & Jeff  Schmitz on May 20, 2006 and today!

HOW DID YOU MEET? 

Met in May 2002.  Michelle, who was living in the Twin 
Cities at the time, was visiting her parents in Elrosa.  
Michelle and some friends decided to check out the Elrosa 
and Lake Henry baseball game in Lake Henry.  Jeff  
played amateur baseball for Lake Henry. They met after 
the game (at a local establishment that Jeff  owned at the 
time).

WHO PROPOSED AND HOW?

Jeff  proposed in February 2005 in the same establishment 
that they met three years prior.

HOW LONG WERE YOU ENGAGED? 

15 months .

DATE OF MARRIAGE:  

May 20, 2006

PLACE OF MARRIAGE: CEREMONY:

Wedding:  Elrosa, Minn. Reception:  Sauk Centre, Minn.

HOW LARGE WAS YOUR WEDDING? 

The guest list was quite large (we recall 400+).  Some prob-
ably thought this was too large, but it was difficult to cut 
as Jeff  was a business owner and Michelle and Jeff  both 
come from large families.  Our wedding party was a little 
large as well.  We had seven attendants, two usherettes, 
four flower girls, one ring bearer, and two personal atten-
dants. 

WHAT FOOD WAS SERVED?  

It was served buffet style to accommodate the number of  
guests: chicken and dressing, ham, potatoes, corn...which 
seems to be a Stearns County staple.

WHAT WAS THE MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT AT 
YOUR WEDDING?

There were quite a few, but some of  our favorites... 
We had lots of  white rose petals sprinkled down the aisle 
at the church.  The officiant, Father Jeff  Ethen, told the 
guests at the end of  the ceremony that if  they all picked 
up petals before they left they could trade them in for 
drinks at the reception and that Michelle’s dad, Rueben 
would pay for it. :-)  
During the meal, the guests’ cake ended up getting locked 
inside a room, so instead of  having it out for everyone to 
dine on right after the meal, Jeff, Michelle and their wed-
ding attendants handed the cake out to the tables to make 
sure it was distributed.

WHOSE RELATIVES, OR FRIENDS, HAD THE MOST 
FUN AT THE RECEPTION? 
(TO PROTECT THE GUILTY, NO NAMES, PLEASE.)  

We hung a backdrop by the guest book table so that each 
guest/couple could have their photo taken and that way 
we could always remember who was there.  We then 
printed off  the photos and sent them to each of  our guests 
as a thank you.  Looking at these photos, we would proba-
bly say that Jeff ’s broomball team “probably” had the 

most fun at the reception.  They brought two HUGE 
broomball trophies to the reception to be showcased near 
the guest book.  Needless to say, those trophies made it in 
to quite a few pictures.  We think, overall, everyone 
seemed to have a great time when looking back at the pho-
tos.  The reception bill also proved this to be the case. :-)

WHERE DID YOU GO FOR A HONEYMOON?

Rivera Maya, Mexico

WHAT DO YOU DO TO KEEP ROMANCE ALIVE IN 
YOUR MARRIAGE?

With two young children, commuting to work each day, 
and the regular hustle and bustle of  life, we often forget 
that we chose to be with each other for a reason, so we try 
to spend not only time together but apart enjoying hob-
bies.  We compromise to appreciate each other’s hobbies 
as well – Jeff  goes to social gatherings with Michelle; 
Michelle learns to hunt and fish with Jeff.

IF YOU COULD TRAVEL BACK IN TIME TO YOUR 
WEDDING DAY, WHAT ADVICE FOR MAINTAINING A 
HAPPY MARRIAGE WOULD YOU GIVE YOURSELVES?

Learn what each others’ needs and wants are and their 
order of  importance. Remember the things we learned 
from the book “The 5 Love Languages.” Communicate, be 
patient, and remember that our personality styles really 
do balance each other out positively (Jeff  is more laid 
back, Michelle more high strung). 

WEDDING TIPS

Try breaking the 
mold of the tradi-
tional reception with 
these unique spins 
on the festivities.

• Make that fi rst 
dance something 
snappy and up-
beat to get the par-
ty started. Guests 
won’t expect that, 
and it’ll liven up the 
party from the start.

• If you don’t feel 
like making a big 
entrance at the 
reception head to 
the reception when 
everyone else does 
to get in extra 
social time. 

• Choose a dessert 
besides cake or 
offer a selection. 
Cookies, brownies, 
pie, cream puffs 
and other non-tra-
ditional desserts 
can be used. 

• Re-use the bou-
quets from the 
bridal party for the 
centerpieces.
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