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Date of Marriage:
July 3, 1968

Place of Marriage:
Our Redeemer Lutheran

Church, Iroquis, S.D.

How did you meet?
Margaret had transferred

from Augustana College in
Sioux Falls, and I was start-
ing my second year at
Northern State College in
Aberdeen. I stopped over at
the girls’ dorm to pick up a
high school classmate and
give her a ride to Gamma
Delta, a college church group.
She asked if it was okay for
another student to ride along.
Yes, that was Margaret.

How long were you engaged?
A few days short of 10

months.

How large was your wedding?
Including the parents, wed-

ding party, and the minister,
about 110.

What food was served?
Cake and sandwiches.

What was most memorable
about your wedding?

Nothing during the wed-
ding ceremony. The wedding
ceremony started at 8 p.m.
and between 6 and 7 p.m.
there was a strong thunder-
storm with the temperature
only dropping to the mid 80s.
With 80-degree temps, 99-per-
cent humidity, no air condi-
tioning nor fans, it was not
the most pleasant conditions.

What was your most  
memorable wedding gift?

Well, we received three elec-
tric knives. A Sears sewing
machine from Marv’s parents
undoubtedly got the most use.

What wedding gift do you  
use the most today?

We still use the Better
Homes and Garden cookbook.

Whose relatives (friends) had
the most fun at the wedding?

Probably Margaret’s family.
Our wedding date was com-
mon to Margaret’s parents
and her brothers. That date
was her parent’s 40th wed-
ding anniversary.

Where did you go
for your honeymoon?

Minneapolis, Duluth, and
Winnipeg.

How do you keep romance
alive in your marriage?

We try to maintain “at
home” time together. When
the girls were real young, we
tried to get out at least one
evening a week to bowl
together, followed by dancing.
Later on, we took ballroom
dancing lessons and then
square dancing, which we
still do. We like to keep try-
ing and doing new things –
cruises, etc. We try not to
dwell on how old we have
become. More on how well
we have aged and what we
still enjoy.

If you could travel back 
in time to your wedding day,
what advice for maintaining
a happy marriage would
you give yourselves?

Learn to negotiate issues
and compromise early on.
Build and maintain activities
and common interests.

Respect and support spouse’s
interests that are probably
not “your thing.”

Margaret and Marvin Niedan

Submitted photo

Margaret and Marvin Niedan in July 1968

Date of Marriage:
July 30, 1999

Place of Marriage:
Deck of our cabin near

Ashby

How did you meet?
Brenda was working at the

drug store across the street
from where Paul worked at
the Cenex as general manag-
er in Ashby. Everyday Paul
would stop in the drug store
to buy a soda and say “hi.”

Who proposed and how?
Paul proposed at our cabin

before going to the Coots
Unlimited banquet (like a DU
banquet), where Brenda had
the news announced over the
loud speaker.

How long were you engaged?
Eleven weeks.

How large was your wedding?
One attendant each. Only

close family attended the cere-
mony, less than 30 people.

What food was served?
The reception (party) was

held the next day. Served
roast beef and roast pork
sandwiches, salads, and cake
at our cabin, an all-day event.

What was most memorable
about your wedding?

It started to rain (lightly)
one hour before we were to be
married (on the deck) but
stopped minutes before the
ceremony.

What was your most
memorable wedding gift?

Brenda: Patio set.
Paul: 75 bags of Funions.

What  wedding gift do you  
use the most today?

Patio set.

Whose relatives (friends) had
the most fun at the wedding?

Paul’s friends, who camped
out and stayed up all night –
until Paul dropped a knife on
his foot and had to go to the
emergency room at 3:15 a.m.

Where did you go
for a honeymoon?

Duluth, the North Shore,
and the Gun Flint Lodge (two
nights). Just two weeks after
the big wind storm, so hiking
trails and horseback riding
were all closed; downed trees
were everywhere.

How do you keep romance
alive in your marriage?

Not applicable, ha!
When we were dating, we

spent a lot of time at our
cabin, so when possible we
try to spend some time there
without the kids or guests.

If you could travel back 
in time to your wedding day,
what advice for maintaining
a happy marriage would you
give yourselves?

Take time to spend with
your spouse – alone!!

Brenda and Paul Evans

Submitted photo

Brenda and Paul Evans in July 1999
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On The Avenue

Floral & Gifts
The experience to make your dreams

come true, from frugal to extravagant.

Stop in to see our wedding slideshow of satisfied couples!

Historic Downtown Paynesville
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It’s All
About You!
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For all your bridesmaids gifts…

SEE US!

320-243-7580
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in Town!” 40% off
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Must present this ad.
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Artistic 

wedding designs 

to fit every 

style and budget.

320-243-3735 • 1-800-774-3735
Hours: 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

112 Washburne Ave. • Paynesville, MN 56362

Celebrate  WeddingsCelebrate  Weddings

Book your group of rooms for
your special day!!

Whirlpool 
suites 

available!

Located near the intersection of Hwys. 23 & 55.
700 West Hwy. 23 • Paynesville, MN 56362

877-243-4146 • 320-243-4146
www.paynesvilleinn.com
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13-Years Experience 

Unique Floral
Arrangements

Katie Olson, Owner

320-974-8680
888-772-5552
pawsatwater@frontiernet.net 

303 Pleasant Ave. (Hwy. 12)
Atwater, Minnesota 56209

A Wedding Reception to Remember

Looking 
for a great 

place to 
host your

event?

• Family owned - we treat you like one
of our own.

• Affordable prices
• Experienced and friendly wedding staff
• Newly remodeled building
• Seating for 450
• Free shuttle to and from our local hotel
• Let us help you create your menu
• Ask about discount Friday weddings
• Full catering menu plated & buffet
• Off-premise catering available

Q
ueen Bee’s

Banquet Center

320-243-3795 • 121 W James St. • Paynesville, MN 56362

We offer Weddings,

Banquets, Groom

Dinners, and so

much more!!

320-796-2195
159 Lake Ave. S. • Spicer, MN 56288

www.melvinsonthelake.com
CALL 

TODAY!

OFF PREMISE CATERING 
ALSO AVAILABLE.

Great rehearsal

dinner cruises!

Wedding receptions 
up to 250 people!

Overlooking Beautiful

Green Lake!

PORTAPARTY
MUSIC ON THE GO!
Mobile DJ, Karaoke, and

a whole lot more!

Nick & Jean Nichols
(Formerly Maggie James)

Call 320-243-7479
www.portapartynow.com
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Book your wedding today!
- Seating up to 450 -

- No room charge with meal -

Hwy. 55 • Paynesville 
320-243-2469


